a well-ordered society there should be always pre-
arranged methods of successful treatment of scarcity of
water and food crops. This is, however, not the occasion
for describing a well-ordered society and for showing
how it would deal with the matter. Our concern, for
the present, is to see whether we can, with fair hope of
success, deal with the present food crisis.
SELF-HELP
I think we can. The first lesson we must learn is of
self-help and self-reliance. If we assimilate this lesson, we
shall at once free ourselves from disastrous dependence
upon foreign countries and ultimate bankruptcy. This is
not said in arrogance but as a matter of fact. We are not
a small place, dependent for its food supply upon out-
side help. We are a sub-continent,  a nation of nearly
400 millions. We are a country of mighty rivers   and
a rich variety of agricultural land, with   inexhaustible
cattle-wealth. That our cattle give much less milk than
we need  is  entirely  our  own  fault.   Our cattle-wealth
is any day capable of giving us all the milk we need.
Our country, if it had not been neglected during the
past few centuries, should today not only be providing
herself with sufficient food, she would also be   playing
a useful role in supplying the outside world with much-
needed foodstuffs of which the late war has unfortunately
left practically the whole world in want. This does not
exclude India. The distress is growing instead of showing
signs  of decreasing.   My  suggestion  does   not   include
ungrateful  rejection   of free   supply   that   any   foreign
country may wish to offer us. All I say is that we must
not go a-begging. It demoralizes. Add to this the diffi-
culty of internal transport of foodstuffs from one  place
to another. We have not the requisite facility for rapid
64